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F0R2..0RD 


In iay judgement, tho labor press is one of tho most important tools in 
the building of a sound and democratic trade union movement in Germany. 

In any organization, whether it be a trade union or an employer association, 
a governmental or an international organization, the adequacy of its 
communications system is most important in keeping the organization together. 

It is recognized that the system of cor-munic rations can be one which will 
reflect the thinking of the membership as well as that of the leadership of 
the organization, or the system of communications can bo perverted into a 
method of permitting the leadership to dominate and to indoctrinate tho member- 
ship of the organization. 

It is obvious that the trade union press, being a part of a democratic 
organization, must placo special om^ basis on the role of tho membership in 
their free trade unions, ••ithia its scope of influence, it must ensure that 
tho membership is not directed by officials on what to believe and which 
policies to support. -*s free men and wonun, tho trade union members must bo 
given tho widest possible opportunity to examine critically tho recommendations 
and policies developed by their loaders, and to offer guidance and assistance 
out of their experience and conviction. Those unfamiliar with this democratic 
method of intercommunication are apt to misinterpret expressions of differing 
opinion. 

Tho trndo union press in tho U.S. Occupied vrea has shown a doop 
appreciation, of its function as a "watchdog of democracy". Tho trndo union 
membership has been offerod a wide variety of o. inion on main issues affecting 
tho welfare of the working population a3 well as on thoso larger questions 
of interest to the general population. It has moreover attempted to present 
an objoctivo review of vital information on basic problems before attempting 
to open a forum discussion. In so doing the labor press has revoaled a profound 
devotion to the traditions of democratic journalism. 


One of the main purposes of the following report prepared by *»ir. Beck was 
to offer his Gorman colleagues tho benefits of his rich background in labor 
journalism. -*raong w*r. Beck's most important contributions 'luring his visit to 
Germany was tho meeting which ho arranged for the editors of the labor press 
in tho U,S. Occupied ^rea. It is my opinion that the exchange of experience 


Q^iong the trade union editors will strengthen and improve the service which can 
bo rendored by the labor press. 




L30 R. V/3 RTS 


Director, 
manpower Division 
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NOTFS 014 TH3 lUTROR 


Born and raised in Hilwaukoo, Elinor A. Bock prepared for his career 
at the School of Journalism of the University of Wisconsin. Subsequent to 
his graduation from the University, Hr. Beck b.camo active in journalism 
and particularly in labor journalism with which he has been closely 
identified for twelve years.. 2Io has served as elitor of the forms r "Sheboygan 
(./isconsin) Times H , a trade union weekly* reporter on the "Hilwaukoe Evening 
Post H , a weekly, and as associate editor of the "Wisconsin Leader ", a 
weekly. For the past six and one half years, ilr. Bock has boon the editor- 
in-chief of "Tho Lonosha Labor" which serves jointly the -«mcrican Federation 
of Labor and tho Congress of Industrial Organizations in Lenosha, Wisconsin. 
For the past six years, Hr. Bock has hold the post of Vico President of 
tho ifinoricati Newspaper Guild Local 159 la Konosha# 

’ At tho invitation of U.3*. Hilitory Government, Hr. Buck came to Germany 
in June 1948 for a throe-months tour of duty as export consultant on trade 
union journalism to tho Hanpov/cr Division, OHGUS. During this period, Hr. 

Sock undertook first-hand surveys of the labor press- in the Bizonal Aron. 

For purposes of his study, he consulted with Gone an trade union editors an! 
union officials, and with Military Government i&mpowor and Information 
Service representatives* and visited union editorial officos, publishing 
establishments * and industrial plants. The results of his findings are in- 
corporated in the following report which Hr. Bock submitted upon co.nplotion of 
his mission to the Director of tho Manpower Division, CUGUS. Lxccpt for minor 
editorial changes, tho report has* boon reproduced in its original form. 
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the euh a:no:i fhbs3 

IN TH2 

U.S. OCCUPIED -*P-3 . 0/ GFESG'IY a/ 


INTRODUCTION 


• The most constructive single action- which it was possible for. mo to take 
in the interests of the Gorman trade union press was the calling of a coa-*- 
foroace of editors and official representatives of the throe Land trade anioi 
federations in the U.S. Zone, with- the cooperation of the Lhnpowor Division 
and ilanppwor Officers in these throe Laender , this conference was held on • 

2 Soptembor 1948 in Stuttgart, • •..uerttoiabers-Badon^i/ This, conference marked 
tlio first occasion on which the editors had iaot together and was the first 
jioint. discussion of the problems of publishing trade union papers. 

The following report., with the deletion of a few portions, was deiivero: 
to the conference. Indeed, the report war. drafted in such a manner as to ui 
it appropriate for transmittal to the editors*. This accounts particularly for ^ 
those sections of the* report describing th~ appearance and contents of tae! , 
Daily iilirror and Af tontidning.n. -The remarks .;ith which I prefaced my Olivary 
of* the report to the conference ore included as an appendix. 

Tho report is base 1 on a throo-coath study of the official publications .33 
trade unions i*n tho U.S. Zone and thu u.S.-lioenrod labor press in Berlin. . „ 
Those publicatiouo included the "Gtlmmo dor .*rbpit" (“Voice pf Labor”), organ 
of • tho JVeo Trado Union Federation of Hesse, the " .uerttombergisoh-Bndisch^ m 
Gow^rkschaf bszaitung" ( ".luarttemborg-Budon Trade Union Journal”) of the • 
•Alert te.uber g-Baden Trado Union Federation, the “tojorkschaftazGitun.;" of tho 
Bavarian Trade Union Federation: "Das Freie wort" ("Free Speech") of tho Berlin 
Independent Trade Union Organisation (Unibhaoagige G'.werkschaftsorganisation 
or UGO), i.n.- the "Freihcit* ("Freedom*), the joint organ of the Berlin Balog 
iihployous Union (UGO) and the Berlin Technicians and workmen's Union (UTO). 
Booklets ;for trade union functionaries like "Die buelL; ("Tho ••ell") o- ^ho 
Bavarian ?bniou Federation, and information bulletins issued by individual ; 
trado unisons and jointly by the trade unions in Land Bn: men wore scanned. 


a/ The </iews herein expressed arc those of the author, and do not no 
reflect tho views of U-.b. military liov.ra.-wnl. 


cossarily 


b/ 1 description of this conference and *r. Bock's introductory address to 
the odit3or3 are appended. 


Publications of the trade unions in the British Zone were also studied. 
Those publications included "Der Bund* ("The Federation"), organ of the 
German Trade Union Federation (Beutscher Gewerkschaf tsbund, or BOB) in the 
British Zone, "-mifwaerts * ("Upwards*), DG3 youth magazine, and "'-vie Bargbau- 
Industrie" ("The lining Industry"), organ of the coal miners. 

Gorman newspapers of general circulation and Swedish and English news- 
papers wore studied as indicated in the report, 

Editors of all aforementioned -Gorman trade union publications were inter- 
viewed. The editors in the U.S. Zone were interviewed twice - once 'during a 
l6-day tour of the zone beginning 24 June, and again diCring a 13-day tour 
which began 13 -Tugust. The British Zone was visited for 20 days beginning 
18 July. Editors of the Berlin papers were interviewed on several occasions 
during my stay here. 

These editors were Theodor Thomas, "Stines der -Vrbeit", Frankfurt j 
Hermann Schofflor (p’e^t name, Hermann Volja), "wuerttembergisch-Badische Go- 
wurkschaftazeitung", Stuttgart ; Vilhelm findrulat, Bavarian "Gower kschaf ts- 
zoitung", Munich; Hans Jahn,. "B3r Deutsche Ei3onbahncr " ("The German Railway- 
man"), Frankfurt? Ludwig Diodorich, "Das Freio ..ort", 3orlinj and Erich 
Gierke, "Freihoit", Berlin. -*t Cologne, I had a long session with Heinz Docker, 
publisher of "Dor Bund" and "-’iufv/aorts" and his editorial staff. 

Officers of all Land trade union federations in the U.S. Zone, of tho 
British Zono union federation, of city federations, and of individual in- 
dustrial unions wore consulted- German rpro rnmoat officials, U.S. Military 
Government Officers, British military Government Officers, editors and 
reporters of Gorman and -mnorican newspapers of general circulation, and many 
others wore also consulted. ..11 contributed to my understanding of tho con- 
ditions under which the German trade unions carry on their functions, in- 
cluding the issuance of publications. 


DESCRIPTION OF TR DZ UNION F TPERS iND CONDITIONS -EJECTING THEM 


The regularly-published trade union papers in tho U.S. occupation zone of 
•Germany are not news papers. They are periodicals > of opinion. Having boon 
issued until very recently no more frequently than twice a month, it was not 
surprising that' these papers have shown little interest in news as such. 

The infrequency of publication, in turn, was influenced byi l) tho phy- 
sical limitations o'n nowspapers publishing, 2) tho shortage of paper which 
was subject to allocation controls until recently when controls were lifted, 

3) the laok of printing machinery, and 4) to a certain extent, the shortage of 
Printers. 

The physical limitations have gradually been eased, even during tho three 
•’Gonths I have been in Germany, but they still prevent the trade union papers 
from becoming newspapers. For example, it takes eight days for tho "Gewerk- 
s chaf t tszeitung" of w'ucrttember.g-Baden to be printed after all the editor's copy 
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is in the printer's heads, according to the editor* The paper is printed by a 
booJo-printing firm at Stuttgart in which .city in estimated two-thirds of the 
printing facilities were destroyed during the war. 


There is a three-day .lag between the completion of the editor’s job and 
tho printing of thvj "Stimme dor Arbeit", organ of the Hesse trade union 
federation. This paper is printed at the "Frankfurter Rundschau" , the only 
newspaper printing plant in Frankfurt to have escaped destruction. There were - 
six before the war. At present * l6 papers are being printed at the Rundschau 
plant- Four days of waiting are required for the printing of the r Go works chafts- 
zoitung" of Bavaria vvhich is printed at the one plant in Munich available to 
•che unions. 


However- improvements in the economics of printing and of tho union 
organizations aro indicated by currant plans for increasing tho frequency of 
publication and tho circulation of two of the three Land federation organs. 

The -Vuorttemberg-Baden paper has just been changed from semi-monthly to week 
publication, and its press run has been increased from 50*000 to 100 c 000. 

The paper began three years ago with a circulation of 30,000. The union member- 
ship in v/uorttomberg-Badon is estimated at 460, 000. 


It is planned to have the Hesse paper become a weekly in the near future. 
On 25 July 1948 tho executive board of the trade union federation authorized 
an increase in tho pros3 run from 30,000 to 200,000. At this writing, howover, 
the additional paper hr.d not been available for purchaso. Ihe Hesse trade union 
Jnembership is estimated at 410, COO. 


No plans for changes in tho Bavarian paper orb contemplated at the moment* 
Rut it is worth noting that the paper which now gDos to 190,000 readers began 
20 August 1946 with a circulation of Jj.0 : 000> It was started as a l6~page 
but was reduced last January to its present sine of eight pages. This reduction 
was the main factor in making possiblo the increased circulation. 


■«. 

tion 


In surveying tho f5.old of trade union publications, it is appropriate to 
note that the bizonal railwaymen's union ; >7hich is led by Hens John, last 35 
August launched at Frankfurt its own semi -monthly paper, "Dor Deutsche Eisoa- 
bahner". Tho first issuo was four pages of tho usual tabloid size, and went to 
60.000 of the union's 305,000 members. 


The Bavariap Trade Union Federation published for young people an eight- 
page monthly supplement to its regular paper. A third, publication of this 
federation is "Dio Quelle", a pockct-sizcd booklet of facts and statistics which 
is distributed tavice a month to 11,000 union functionaries. 


Th3 Bremen and Biemerhavea trade unionists, numbering 90,000, are served 
by "Der Bund" which circulates 2 r 000, 000 copies thxoughout the British Zone and 
which contains a two-page insert for land Bremen, In addition, a four-page 
letter-size information sheet of 20,000 circulation and a small booklet for yo uCt ‘ 
people are published by trade unions in Land Bremen. 


. Information sheets arc also published by a few oth~r unions in the U.3. 

. ?one * Qxam^lgs being those of the Printing and' Paper and the Public* Service 
nhd,. Administration Unions of Bavaria. *' a.- . . 

Completing the list of trade union publications licensed* by" U.S. 

Government are two Berlin pipers, "Das Freie Wort" and "Freihoit". 
The. forzner speaks for UGO, Berlin's aati-Gobmuhist trade union group, and 
the 'latter is the organ of two unions: the Salaried end Office Employees 
and the' Tedhhi'cians and’ For boon. * ' • • ••.:.**•••• .. . * 

"Dns Froie Vort" is southing special- among the trade union* papers of 
ueraihhy, This i$ btrdnuse It is published* In Berlin which 4s a- special place. 
The papof lh oho of a score engaged in 1 the ideological warfare now raging, 
in Berlin; its purpose* is to counteract Coiammist propaganda'. It is the 
only trade union paper which can bo turned a newspaper. 

Since last July 1, "Das Froie nbrt" has boon* published- twice weekly. 

It was started last spring as a weekly, Its oircalation which was (>0,000 
before currency reform dropped to 25; 000 afterwords; But the circulation is 
climbing again ahd 'will be* further- aided* by plans to publish editiohs for 
individual unions such .os the uotal workers employed by Siemens. (Fd.tfoto: 
Special editions featuring a pa^ devoted to new3 by and for an individual 
trade union are now prepared for the following unions: Railway, Post, .tfotal, 
and Public Services and -administration.) 

* * • . • • 

The front page of "Dos Froie ort" is a nows page, with Berlin stories 
given preference as .to position and space. Ton to twelve associated Press 
items of one and two paragraphs in length are* customarily carried. 

The U30 of the -a* service is shrewd, Tho reputation of liner ican nows 
agencies for objectivity, accuracy .and reliability is of a high order. 

By contrast with the distortion^ in th: Communist-controlled pross, the use 
of the **P should help 'to establish sound credit for "Das Froie wort" as a 
source of trustworthy information, * * • ‘ f 

iAidwig Dioderich, chief editor of "Das Fr^io ’./ort" is at 43 the youngest 
of the Goraan trade union editors. lioreover, he differs from the others in 
that he has boon in the IJ.S. - he was in. tho Stated 'for 21 months as a 
prisoner of war. During that tiu>e ho leafned^hglish and become familiar with 
-•merican nov7spapors and magazines. 

The influence of the trade union press i3 not great. -This would -appear 
to be the case from the descriptive statistics 3et forth here. Corroboration 
this surmise has. boon obtained in statements by trade unionists at all 
ev.^ls of activity and by outside Observers Including Gorman and -American 
Journalists, German and -American government officials, and employers. 


There is a considerable weight of opinion among those who have occasion to 
think about it that the trade union press has not been as effective as it mighl 
have been, even within the limitations over which the unions and the editors, 
had no control. 


Particularly has the trade union press failei to interest the rank and 
file, one articulate representative of which told ifc that the union papers need 
"one - easier-reading articles, -and two - more pictures and more cartoons." 


The articles are long according to usual newspaper standards, running on 
occasion to several pages in length. They are opinionated, or as we say, 
editorial rather than objective in nature, doll written for the most part, they 
arc often over the heads of the rank and file readers. 


No specinl efforts have boon made by the regular trade union papers to 
use typographical devices for the purpose of attracting the attention of roai 


Pictures are hardly usud at all. A sample survey of tho number of picture 
used in throe issues each of the several papers showed tho following* 


Publication 1 


Issue A - 1 photo in 6 pages 
Issue B - No illustration in 8 pages 
Issue C - No illustration in 8 pages 


Publication 2 


Issue A - 4 one-column photos in 16 pages 
Issue B - 2 illustrations in 16 pages 
Issue C - 1 illustration in 16 pages 


Publication 3 


Issue A - 3 line drawings in 8 pages 
Issue B - No illustration in 8 pages 
Issue C - 3 photos, 1 chart in 8 pages 


Publication 4 


If&uo A - 1 line drawing in 4 pages 
Issue B - 1 line drawing in 4 pages 
Issue C - 1 line drawing in 4 pages 


Publication 5 


Issue ^ - No illustration in 8 pages 
Issue B - No illustration in 8 pages 
Issue C - No illustration in 8 pages. 


Similarily, lit tle variety of typographical faces and sizes in headline 
and bodytype is emplooyed. 
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The most striking product of trade union publication in Germany is the 
monthly youth magazine, "Auf vaorts " , which was started 1st June by the Trade 
Union Federation of the British Zone. A rotogravure job, it features photo- 
graphic covers and is '.veil illustrated. It has a circulation of 200,000. 

The extraordinary effort of " Aufy/aorts H to attract and to please the reader 
is motivated by the idea that it is vitally important to. educate the young 
people who grew up during the Nazi regime and learned nothing about free and 
democratic institutions. This idea is undeniably correct, but the suggestion is 
submitted hero that it is equally valid with respect to the education of trade 
union members in general and some of the saqe concern for attracting their 
attention as readers might well bo demonstrated by the regular trade union papers 


DESCRIPTION OF OTHER r FZ5S 


The trade union papers reflect somewhat the characteristics of the general 
pros 3 . This is true with respect to tile relative lack of interest in typo- 
graphical techniques and in the selection and manner of presenting roaling 
material. 

There are among thu newspapers of general circulation exceptions to the 
majority. One such is "Die .bondzoitung" of munich. Its liberal use of picturos 
is Indicated by the following counts in five random issues i 

Issue •* - 9 illustrations in 4 pages 

Issue B - 11 iJ lustrations in i pages 

Issue C - ll illustrations in 6 pag^s 

Issue D - 16 illustrations in 6 pages 

Issue S - 12 illustrations in 6 pages 

The illustrations included photos, used singly and in layouts, charts, 
paphs and cartoons. "Dio Abondzoitung" also employs a considerable variety of 
Wo faces and sizes. 

another progressive exception to the run of daily newspapers i 3 the "IVost- 
joutscho -vllgeinoi no " published at Bochum in the British Zone. In an interview wit! 
^ papers' two nows editors, Arthur Kaos ling an! 0. Betzold, both wore severe 
criticism, of the German pros 3 , including the trade union press. They 
2 " that th0 ^rman newspapers were dull and lacking in appeal to readers. 

-tzold said, "The German newspapers ere 20 years behind the times." Both men 
e professional journalists with university educations and practical experience. 

4 201 ’» a graduate of the University of Berlin, was an exchange student in 
J°urnaii sni at ./uerttemberg College in Ohio in 1937-1930. 

Zoit , ^ niias °f thc editors of the Bochum paper, the same as those of "Die Abend- 
ao , Ua ^ ot Anich, are to produce an attractive paper with concise and objective 

stories and short editorials. The readers approve of these aims and like 
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the style of the "..'estdoutsche Mil gems in3*. The editors believe this is made 
clear by letters from the readers and by sales of the paper, which amount 
to 300,000 in' the Ruhr valley. 

Two. unusually attractive newspapers which I wish to bring to the 
attention of the trade union editors are the "Daily Mirror" of London and 
M -»f toutidningen" of Stockholm. 

The "Daily Mirror" is a striking example of typographical ingenuity 
to achieve a maximum of eye-catching appeal and legibility. This British 
paper is cited rather than an hicorican publication as an example of what 
can be dono with type faces and placement of headlines and articles because 
it is like the German papers in being limited in newsprint. In this respect 
the paper faces the same problem as other British as well as ISuropean 
newspapers. The "Mirror" publishes regularly a tabloid size paper of eight 
pages . 

•orth observing in the "Mirror" are the following typographical 
techniquosi 

Scrupulous efforts aro made to avoid placing headlines adjacent to 
each other, and v/hsn this is unavoidable sharply contrasting type-faces are 
used, such as Roman versus Italic, light-face versus bold face. Thu result 
is that oach individual news story or article, no matter how small, is per 
mi t tod to stand out in clear view anl make its own bid for the reader’s 
attention, 

Devices in body type used to attract attention and to lucre aso 
legibility include the following! 

1 - Use of two-lino boll face initial letters in many, but not 

all stories 

2 - Varying typo sizes 

3 - Varying type faces, viz., regular, bold, italic, all capitals 

4 - Vary in* column widths 

5 - Underlining words and sentences 

6 - Subheads, bold and underlined 


i'rofuse uso is made of illustrations; these include small line drav/ingS 
and cartoons as well as photographs. The basio column is narrow, only half 
the ‘width of t’ao usual German newspaper column and three-fourths that of the 
U.S, column. The news stories are short, concise. -1 device consisting of 
a bold face circle enclosing a largo dot at the loft of a black lino 
indicates breaks to following pages. Generous but judicious use of white 
space is used, through-out. This, combined with other techniques, produces 
clean- looking; pages. 

"Mftonti dningen" of Stockholm is, in my opinion, the best labor paper 
in the world, considered on the basis of quality and not size. It is the org 3Q 
of Lnndusorgamisationon, the Swedish national tra o union federation, and ha^ 
a circulation of 100,000 copies sold daily in competition with Stockholm 1 
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two other evening papers Ouorgoa-Tidaingsn, organ of the Social-Democratic 
.party which is the counterpart of -if toutidningen, sells 75.y000 copies 
each day in competition with eight other morning papers). 

. . Lj.ko the "Daily Mirror *, , -^ftoQt^dningea , is versatile in the use of 
typographical devices. But it is a larger paper, running to 14 and l6 
pages compared to the .eirror 's' eight, x*3wsprint is also rationed in Sweden 
hut the total paper requirements for Sweden !s small population are 
relatively small, -^locations to newspaper publishers are thus larger . than 
in other iSur ope an* countries 

"ivftontidningen's" opinions on issuos of the’ day, made up usually 
of qqe m?in editorial and two or threo short comments, tqk&s up all together 
slightly more than a half page. The editorials regularly appear on page. two. 
The rest of the page and page throe are devoted to articles of philo- 
sophical and political character. /The rest of the pages are filled with news 
storios and entertainment, 1 

Headlines 'of news' stores are' dyn^ic with verbs, in the .unorican 
manner. Usually they toll the 'substance of .the story^ This contrasts with 
the static label or interrogative hoadliOo commonly used in German news- 
papers. 

Viftontidningen" is determined to satisfy* the natural; normal reading 
interests of tho ordinary, normal pejplo who are its customers. This is 
sho>7n iii the amount- and variety of entertainment material in each issue. 
Considerable space is given to 3ports. There is a p.ago of comic strips. 

There are pages of news. and discussion of movies, drama, radio* ^f humor, 
cartoons, small talk .and gossip. 

Photographs appear on m03t of the pages, ranging fr6m half-column’ 
pictures to full-png.; layouts. 

. ‘ ... ' ‘ COiJEIJTS- v : : * * * 

• • • ’ * • . . ' r 

• • • • • * • •• • » 

Obviously no comparison can fairly bo made between the daily news- 
papers of Sweden, England or the United States and the trade union press 
of Germany. The purpose of my descriptions of some of 'tho papers, par- 
ticularly "hftontidningcnV is to suggest some techniques and methods of 
journalism that ore worthy cf consideration by the trade union editors - 
techniques and methods that will be perhaps more applicable to tho ex- 
panded trade union press of tho near future than to that of today. 
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Tho trade union press up to date has been performin'* an excellent job 
of providing analytical comment on the economic issues of the day - on the 
currency reform, for instance. Comment of this typo is necessary and will 
always be needed. 

Put I have felt that there has been a lack of news as such - about tho 
many varied activities of persons and organizations. Certainly, papers that 
appear only twice a month cannot bo very newsy, but with tho change to 
weekly publication it may bo expected that the papers will give greater 
emphasis to reporting rather than coeiaonting. 

i> number of trado unionists have expressed tho opinion to mo that tho 
union papers should confine themselves to printing thoughtful and explanatory 
articles and leave the reporting of news to tho daily papers whoso business 
i3 the handling of nows# 


In answer to this, I think that the trade union press can legitimately 
increase its interest in reporting of news as such for the following reasons 

1 - In the absence of but a few true daily papers and in viow of 
tho inadequacy of the general newspapers, the trado union press could help 
a groat doal in supplying news which now is not published, ospocially in 
matters of special concern to workers such# for example, as activities of 
works councils and labor courts. 

2 - ..iuch of the labor news that appears in tho daily press is moagorly 
or inaccurately presented. 

3 - Souo trade unionists are dreaming of, perhaps planning, a daily 
trade union newspaper. 

• A>J 

Such dreams require interest and understand! a’ of nows and of tho 
reading desires of tho rank and filo. Dally labor newspapers to bo success 
ful will have to make their way in competition with other papers and will 
have to satisfy their customers by protty much tho some raothods as those 
which moke other papers successful. 

i‘art of the information requirements of many trade unionists will bo 
filled by the inevitable cmjrgmicc of regular publications of individual 
unions, such as those of tho railroad workers ani tho cool miners in tho 
Ruhr. Those publications will satisfy an important nood for nous of .affairs 
concerning their respective industries and trades but they will bo 
specialized in scope and -..ill not diminish tho need for trade union papers 
of broad general interest ranging from the local community to international 
affairs. 


, 1 The trad© union press as much as the general daily press should be aimed 
at the average render. It should be his press. Everything should bo sub- 
ordinated to interesting him - to catching his eye and holding it with 
pleasing typographical .devices. News and comment should be given to him 
in simple language so that ho.v;ill know and understand what is happening in 
the world.- 

Tho reaior is a more important feilov/ by far than the editor - if only 
because there or© so many of the readers. It is for the reader that th© 
editor works; it is he whom the editor serves. 

How important a follow the reader is* is bettor understood by tho 
managers of tho Associated Press, the world's largest nows agency, than 
ty most of us. AP hired q' language expert, Dr. Rulolph Flesch, to conduct 
a study for one year on how UP -writers and editors should make thoi? nov/3 
stories easier and more interesting to rend. Such concern for the average 
reader can well bo emulated by the .trade union editors. 


R2C0r.245iro;iTI0NS' 


A - In inviting the editors of th_> trade union publications of th© U.S. 
Zone to meet with mo at Stuttgart, I was hopeful that this would be followod 
by future meetings. Such .xetings would be fruitful, I believe, in the intor- 
chan^jD of information and ideas and in providing mutual inspiration to tho 
editors. I urged the o liters to hold such meetings. 

B - I urged the editors to associate themselves into an organization 
which would do th© following i 

1 - Regularly exchange nows among tho trade union papers 

2 - Disseminate important union nows to the general press 

3 - Dispatch periodic articles about Germany to tho African 

labor press through such agencies as Labor Press -»esociatos, 
Washington, and the U.S. Department of Labor. Thoso 
articles should be prepare ’ in English 

4 - Receive and distribute American labor press material to 

tho German union papers. These articles should be pre- 
pared in German. 

C - I recompensed that the trad© union federations in the U.S„ Zone 
inquire into th© possibilities of training journalists to serve the trade 
union movement, or training unionists in journalism. “Dio Abendzeitung” at 
i&mich was sot up ns a laboratory school of journalism and it probably would 
cooperate with the unions, if they desired, in a journalism training plan. 
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D - I proposed to call’ on officials of the and CIO upon my return 
to‘ Washington to urge continued 'and expan da*!' interest in the Gorman trade 
unions. I shall urge the sending ofnWs and infonna'tion about thg -meric an 
unions to the " German trade union papers. I ‘shall urge that if possible, this 
'material' be printed in Germany* I am' especially anxious to interest the CIO 
in sending more material to Germany in order to counteract the tactics of 
the Communists of harping on the division of the .imerican. labor .movement 
: arid 'falsely picturing the CIO' as prb-Communist in. opposition to the 
"reactionary" -VPL. * , ■*. 

3 - I recommended that the iuanpov;er Division request the appropriate 
governmental agency to provide for’ the trade union editorial : cff ices in 
the U.S.* Zone and. sector ‘in Berlin translations of the. following, American 
books : ' * . . ’ . • 

The' .irt of Plain Talk, by Dr. Pudp.lph Jlosch 
Labor Union's in .’>ction ! f by 'Sack Bar bash; and 
Labor in -murica. by iiarold U. Paulknor and -lark Starr. 


Z VMDTJL .1 


C0KF3R3NC3 OF TR-J 52 UNION EDITORS 


(tutorial Note* Thu conference of trade union editors in the U.S, Zona 
was hold on 2 September 194$ ia Stuttgart. Those present at tho seating in- 
cluded tho editors of trade union publications in throe Laonder of tho U.S. 

Zone: Theodor Thomas , Frankfurt, editor of tho Hessian paper, "Stimme dor 
>Vrbeit H * Hermann Schoffler, Stuttgart, editor of tho ./uerttemberg-Badon 
,l Gov/jrksohafts 2 eitung ,, r and ..iihslm Jlulrulat, wlunich, editor of tho Bavarian 
*.Go v;o r ks o h aft s z e i tung * . Tho conference was also attended. by leading trado 
union .off ic inis including Herr Harkus Sohlcioher and Herr ..ilhelm lilcinkneoht, 
President and Secretary respectively of the wuorttomb-3rg-3adon Trado Union 
Federation* and Herr Goorg Router, General Secretary of the Bavarian Trado 
Union Federation and Herr Schuller of the Bavarian Federation's educational 
department. Guest military Government representatives included the military 
Governor for v/uerttemborg-Baden, Hr. Charles La Folio tto, and tho Land Manpower 
Officer for' ■ w/uor t tomborg-Ba ion , Hr. Jldwin F, Beal. Tho following account of 
tho conference i3 token from a communication written by Bock at whose • 
sugg stion the meeting had boon called.) 

"Governor La Folio tto gave a frisnlly v/olcome to tho conference. I was 
pleased and proud of his interest in and attendance at the conference. Your 
(Manpower advisor) message to the trade union editors -./as read in Gorman. 

"It was. an interesting and worthwhile 'fleeting, in my opinion. The editors 
wore ko only interested in my observations; this was indicated by questions and 
Repressions which they, made during’ tho course of my report and afterwards, 

tlloy ? hook their heads- in a : groement with- my words and said, ' 'Stiimat!* 

^ xhat s right. 1 To my critical remarks they seamed to- react in a Wondering, 
thoughtful sort of Way. 

"..hen I had concluded, Herr Schloiohor made a little talk. Ho said that 
hoy wore much interested in my criticism, that the unions lacked funds to do all 
that they would like to lo, and that the editors would, no doubt, soon roquest 
a federation executive boards for permission to carry out some of the 
hggostions made in my report. 

"iforr Pouter spoko at grantor length. Ho said that \;hoa the oditors had 
solved «y report In trhhilntioa they ..auld study, it in detail' and then ‘submit 
Qelr comments on it. " ' 
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APPjSltDIX B 


INTRODUCTORY ADPR3SS 

C 32di tori°J. Note: Besides tho foregoing report which, except for a 
few deletions, was delivered to the editors conference! the following 
introductory address was also given on this occasion by Mr. Beck.) 

W I om happy and proud that we arc together on this occasion. I want 
to th.-vank and welcome the trade union editors and officials for coining hero. 
And I want to thank the Manpower Division for its courtesy and help in 
brings. ag us together. 


"I wish to say first things first — to say and to emphasize the 
important things about this conference at the very beginning. 

"That you, the editors and representatives of the German trade unions, 
and I « a trade union editor from -inerica, are meeting together to discuss 
the problems of the trade union press — that wo arc conferring together 
with “the help of the United States Govcrnmont — this is a fact that is 
in itself far more important than th^ observations which I will shortly 
ropor- "t to you. 


Many representatives of a variety of fijlds havo boon sent over hero 
by th. e United States Government to help in the rebuilding of Germany. I am 
only ono of those many. But it is a sign of the tiuus, a recognition of the 
growing importance of the unions in -inorica that the Gorornment invited 
osu^ fn to stu^ the trade union press. More important, 

unio ™ ° f ^ ^ vornalOQt > is knowledge that tho tra'lo 
ora press Is a strong and unique instrument for the building of dancers 


_ "f “? hun * 1 ? ia o»ei Jorias my gaol luck in having boon selected os tho 

ln to trmi “ *» .«=.!» 

'I f delighted because of tho chance it gave me to become acquainted 
-tra.e unionists on this side of tho Atlantic. ™ 


with 




"^fore I proceed to report to you V7hat I reported two days ago to tho 

tu* f° Paat ' * hj r3al ia P°rtGnce of this mooting is" 
It 1 n f! °f tb *vorU.n c P-oPle's press are talking things over. 
in that fraternal spirit that I offer ay observations." 
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APPENDIX 0 


DIRECTORY OE THE TRADE UNION PRESS 


BIZONAL ^ -jNT BERLIN 


The following director}' 1 of the trade union press in the Bizonal Area 
and Berlin was compile i by the Reports and Statistics Branch, Manpower 
Bivision, OMGUS, on the basis of available trade union publications received 
by this Office. 

Publications of Trade Union Federations 


1. "Wuerttowbergisch-Badische Go\7.;rkschnftszeitung M 
Editor: Heztaann Yolj.n 
Gower to chaf tsbund ./uerttojib ~r g- Bade a 
Rote Strassc 2 A 
St ut tgar t-N, Wuor t tonbe rg-Bade n 


2. "Mitteiluagpn, Go ••/..rkschaf tsbund Wuerttemberg- Baden " 

Issued by: Bundesvorscand dos Gewerksch .ftsbundes Wuerttemb erg- Baden 
Rote St rosso 2 A 
S t ut t gar t-N , .« uort toubor g-Bndcn 

j. "Gov/ortochfftizeLtun^", Organ d^r Bayerischen Gower kschaf ten 
Editor: Wilhelm Bndrulat 
B aye r i s c hor Go . . or k3 6 Aaf t s b un d 
Laadv/ohrstr. 7-9 
Muonchen, 15 

"Die duello", Organ dos Bayorischen Gow-rlcsohaf tsbundos 
Editor: Wilhelm Endrulat 
Landv/ohrstr. 7-9 
wiuenchon , 15 


5* "Sti.rao dor Arbeit * 

Edit or i Theodor Thomas 
Ereior Geworksohaf tsbund Hessen 
.V i lho La- Le us chn ^r-3 tr nssc 69 
Eraiikfurt aa Main 


6. "i&tteilungstlntt dor Oswerkschaf ten fu^r das Land Bremen" 
Editor: Arnold Krohn 

Jin dor Weido 6/13 
Bremen 

7. "Das Freio .>ort\ (Or.ria of ths Bor l in Independent Trade 

Union Organization; 

3ditori Ludwig Diederioh 
Sohuetzortstrassc 7 
Berlin-Steglitz 

8. “Der Bund", Das Gewerkschaftsblatt dor Britischen Zone 
Editor: A u : :jist Enderle 

Venloer Wall 9 
Kbeln 
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Publications of Trade Unions 


1. "Dor Deutsche Sisonbehncr" * Organ dor Gcwjrkschaf t dor 3isenbahnor 
Do ut 3 ch lands (Bizonal Railway Union) 

Gowerkschaf f dor Eisenbnnner Deutschlaads 

Y/ilhoiii-Leuschner- Strasso 69 * 

Frankfurt an 'Main • « ' , 

2* ":»ngGstellten-Rundschau H , M s ttoilungsblatt fuer die. Mitglieder des 
Aago s 1 0 lltea-Yer bandos /uor t'toaborg-Ba Ion 
Licensee j Idax IShrhardt . #i _ ’ • 

Roto Strasso 2 A • ' *. 

Stuttgart-N f V/uerttouberg-Badon , ' 

3. "wlittoilungsblntt ■ 

IudustriogowerksclrTt Nahrung, Gonuss, Gaststaetten, Land ..'uerttenberg- Baden 
Licensee 1 Gilbert Rgioppol . 

Roto Strasso 2 A . 

St ut tgnrt-N , </uer t 1 e-ibe r g-B- - Ion 

4 . "Vorbnnds-Naohrichtou dos Gosa^t -V 0 rban dcs des Personals dor 

Ooffeatlichon D least*, und des Vorkuta's" • ’ ' 

Licensee* Gjorg Huber ■* 

Roto Strasso 2 A 

Stut tgart-N, ./ucr t touborg- Baden 

3* "Per Stut t ;ar tor itfetallarboiter 1 

Ifii ttoilungsblatt dei* Or tsverwaltung Stuttgart, Indus triov.tfr band }fo tall 
./uerttemberg- Baden ' 

Liconseo* Karl -oossnor 
Roto Strasso 2 A 
Stuttgart-N, ./uorttouberg-Badon 

6 . "Korreapondont" , Mitteilungsblntt fuor dio Mitglioder ‘do s 

Indus trie verbandos Druck und Papior 
Licensee: Gottlob Strobol 
• • Roto Strasso 2 A 

Stuttgart -N , V/uer 1 1 eabe rg-Bndcn • 

7. "Sanitaetswarto" 

Licensed iSuil Fritz (Loiter der Fpohgruppe Gesundhoitswesen) 

Korntalcr Strasso 53 / 

Stuttgart-Sta£iLiici.a, ./uort tonberg-Be.de n. . 

• # * » • ■ 

8 . "Mitteilungsblatt der Gowerkschaf t Oeffentlicho Botriebo. und Vor wa4- 1 ungo n * 
Licensee: F r aaz Doischl 

Landweiirs tr . 7-9 

ivSuonchen, 13 • 


“forrespondent* 

I&Ltteilungsblatt dor Landesgeworkschaft Bruok und Papier Bnyern 
Licensee; Mo If Mueller 
Landwehrs tr . 7-9 
iauonchen, 15 


10. "Die Bor gbau- Indus trie" 

Organ des Induotrie-Verbandos Bergbau (British Zone) 
Editor i Johann Platte 
Hat ti ngcr Stress© 19 
Bo ch urn , Nor drh© i n- V» os t f ale n 


11, *2er Funktionacr" 

Mittoilungsblntt des Haup Ivors tandes dor GeT/erkscnaf t 

Cef font lie he Dienste, Transport und V e rkehr (British Zone) 
Liconsooi Karl i»dieller 
Vorstorstr. 41 

Kr o fe 1 d , Nor dr ho i n-V/os tfalon 

12. *Dor Be sate" 

Jao hmi tte i lungsblatt der G©v;erksoh of t Oeffentlioho Diensto, 
Transport und V 0 rknhr (British Zone) 

Licensee i Karl siiueller 
Vorsturstr. 41 

Krefold, No rdrho in- ..' 0 s tfalon 


13 . 


liL. 


15 . 


pleas to 1 

T r °.af port und Vorkohr (British 
Licen 30 GJ Karl *Juollor 
Vorstorstr. 41 - 

Krof eld* Nordrhein-./estfalen 
223* lor Inluetris.'te-.-rksobof t GrapaisoOos 

und Papiervernrbeitung fuer die Bntiscta Zone 
Licensee; i.feuc Thoma 
Eosenbindorhof 59 
Ha:.:lurgi 1 

"Froiheit " , Organ dor Arbeitsgemoinschaft 1 Gewerkschaf t der 
Kaufmaennischon, 3uero- und Verwaltungsangostellton, Gowarkschaft der 
Teohniker und v/ e rkineister (Affiliated to the Berlin Independent arade 
Union Organization 

Editors: Erich Gierke (GkB) and Erich Albrecht (‘/T .tj 
a.^rnbur gor Stress© 

Berlin St/. 11 
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Publications for Trade Union Youth 


n G*3Wcrkschaft3-Ju£ead% idonatstlaetter des Gewerkschnf tsbuudes 
Wuer t temberg-Bado n 

Isaued by: Geworkschaftabund Wuerttenber Badon 
Roto Strnsso 2 A 
S tut tgart -N , v/uor 1 1 eiuberg- Radon 


M Ju/;oad Echo dor Gowerkschaf tsjugend" 
Issued by: Kreisjugendausschuss Bremen 
Licensee * W. Schultz 
An dor .'eide 6-I3 


"Geworkochaftszeitung. Beila^ fu^r die Jugeni" 

Organ dor Bnyorischen Gov?3rkschaf ten 
Editor: Wilhelm Endrulat 
Lr.ndv;ehrstr . 7-9 
liu ;:aohcn . 15 

°.'*uf nnort3 M » Juojndzoitschrift dec D«utschoc Gev«ork3ohaftsbundcs 

(British Zone) 

Editor* Rudolf ^boiler -Dos tali 

Broitestr. 70 v . 


